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CORONAVIRUS — SCHOOLS 
255. Hon DONNA FARAGHER to the Minister for Education and Training: 
I refer to the education sector’s response to COVID-19. 
(1) Can the minister confirm the clear procedures that are to be followed by school principals? 
(2) Can the minister confirm what information is to be immediately provided to parents and/or carers in the 

event that a member of the school staff, a student or a parent and/or carer tests positive to COVID-19? 
Hon SUE ELLERY replied: 
I thank the member for the question and, again, I thank her for her approach to this matter. 
(1)–(2) It is the Chief Health Officer’s role to confirm cases and the details of those cases. Schools are required 

to follow the advice of the Chief Health Officer, to provide support to their school communities, and we 
are following the advice of the Chief Health Officer to ensure that schools remain safe. I can confirm 
there are clear procedures to be followed by school principals. When a staff member or a student is 
confirmed with a positive test result for COVID-19 by the Chief Health Officer, principals are to liaise 
with the Department of Health. It will make an assessment of the situation and enact a temporary school 
closure while an assessment and tracing of exposure is conducted, convene its leadership team and inform 
the school community via electronic or hard copy of the school closure and inform them of a confirmed 
positive test and actions to be taken. When a parent advises the school that they are a confirmed positive 
case of COVID-19, the principal is to notify the Department of Education of the situation and advise the 
Department of Health, which assesses the risk. Letters will be sent to school communities, which refer to 
whether there is a risk to students and staff. It is the Chief Health Officer who advises whether there is 
a risk and directs action accordingly. 

 


	CORONAVIRUS — SCHOOLS

